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Iran’s Ayatollah Khameneiand

| scores of top officials in his mur-
| derous Islamic regime were

killed Saturday as the US and
Israellaunched an attack dubbed
“Operation Epic Fury” that
reduced the supreme leader’s

| compound to a smoking pile of
! rubble. President Trump urged

the Iranian people “to seize con-
trol of your destiny and to

X | unleash the prosperous and glo-
o rious future thatis close, within

your reach. This is the moment
for action, do not let it pass.”
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Young Oprah put to the Tesh
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Keeping the peas

IN a moment that could only
make sense in 2026, chef and hu-
manitarian Brandon Chrostow-
ski has gone to Greenland on a
mission to spread peace. “Divi-
sions dominate global conversa-
tions,” Chrostowski, who uses
cooking to solve social problems,
told Page Six. “Sitting down to-
gether — cooking, eating, listen-
ing — creates understanding that
lasts.” We're told he arrived in
Nuuk at the end of February and
will be cooking meals there, ad-
vertised as free to all, at the
Church of Christ the King. Chro-
stowski runs Edwins, a top

French restaurant in Cleveland,
staffed by hundreds of formerly
incarcerated people.

‘Table’ tidbits

VETERAN publicist-turned-
journalist Rob Shuter has told a
lot of other people’s stories. Now
he’s telling his own — kinda.
Shuter (above) is publishing ro-
man a clef “It Started With a
Whisper,” inspired by his days
co-hosting VHI's morning show
“The Gossip Table.” In Shuter’s
fictionalized version, friendships
are tested, alliances shift and
ambition clashes behind the
scenes. We're told there are
characters reminiscent of gossip
legend Bonnie Fuller, the
show’s producer Shane Farley
and even his girlfriend, chef Gi-
ada De Laurentiis.

GeffyTmages

JOHN Tesh knew that people disapproved
of his relationship with Oprah Winfrey
when they briefly dated in the 1970s in Nash-
ville, Tenn.

The “Entertainment Tonight” alum, new age
musician and theme song writer, 73, told

ageSix.com's Nicki Gostin that it was “very
uncomfortable back then for an African Amer-
ican woman and a very, very white guy” to be
seeing each other.

Tesh said their relationship “was unusual in
the South.”

“My whole family grew up in the South, and
so I was obviously aware of that,” he said.

But they refused to let it get to them.

“It became a joke between us,” he said. “We
really saw each other once a week, and she or I
would say, ‘Hey, which restaurant do you want
to empty tonight?'”

The couple met when they worked at rival
local stations and were often sent to cover the
same events. Tesh says it was clear from the
very beginning that Winfrey was a star and
destined for great things.

“We all knew that she was something spe-
cial,” he said.

He added that he would be happy when they
got assigned to report on the same things. “It
was like, ‘OK, this makes this a lot of fun.’”

When Page Six cheekily asked if Winfrey, 72,

was a good kisser, Tesh replied, “I don’t even
remember.”

But the relationship sputtered out due to
their heavy workloads, and Winfrey moved on
to Baltimore, and then Chicago, while Tesh
eventually made his way to New York and
then Los Angeles, where he became the long-
running co-host of “ET.”

Tesh gave that up in 1996 to concentrate on
his burgeoning music career, which includes
writing the iconic NBA on NBC basketball
theme “Roundball Rock,” which he recently
performed at the All-Star Game.

He went on to marry star of the TV show
“Hotel” Connie Sellecca.

‘Unforgettable’ nite

A nightingale sang in Der Ste-
phansplatz! Nat King Cole’s twin
daughters, Casey Cole and Ti-
molin Cole Augustus (sisters of
Natalie Cole), were honored at
the Vienna Philharmonic Society
Gala on Thursday night, where
the 64-year-olds announced they
are underwriting a special schol-
arship for the Vienna Philhar-
monic Academy. They were also
guests of the orchestra for its ball
in Vienna in late January. (Truly
ain't no party like a Vienna Phil-
harmonic party — it's white tie for
men and mandatory long dresses
for the women, and it goes until
dawn.) To mark the gesture, the
orchestra played a special ar-
rangement of “Unforgettable.”
Just call him Nat King Kohl!

LAUREN Sanchez, Rachel
Sennott, Orlando Bloom and
Bill Maher at Staud’s Frieze LA
kickoff last week at th .

ate
Marmont ... PALM Beach Col-
ony Hotel owner Sarah Weten-
hall and general manager Bruce
Seigel accepting Forbes Travel
Guide’s best luxury collaboration
of the year award at its summit
gala in Monaco.
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On the ‘Horizons’

AT 86, esteemed actress Jane Al-
exander says movies are more her
speed than plays. The Tony winner
for the 1968 version of “The Great
White Hope” (above) confessed to

daopS

DageSixcom's Nicki Gostin that

she’s no longer treading the boards
because it's so exhausting. “The
last show I did on Broadway was
‘Grand Horizons, and I just said,
‘That’s it,’ afterward,” Alexander
said. But while she hasn’t been
onstage since that show — which
opened in January 2020, just be-
fore the COVID-19 lockdown —
never say never. “Here’s the rub,”
she said. “If someone offered me
a really great role, it would be re-
ally hard to turn down.” Not that
she is relaxing. She said, “Right
now, I'm very happy just doing
film after film ... Really elderly
actresses are in favor!”

Perennial laughter at garden

ALEX Newell is coming to the Carlyle. The Tony-winning actor and
“Glee” alum gushed to guests at the New York Botanical Garden’s an-
nual Orchid Dinner at the Plaza last Thursday, telling them they're set

to hit the stage at the iconic hotel in June. Newell razzed ta-
blemate and Louis Comfort Tiffany’s great-great-grand-
daughter, Nadia Watts, about her vegan option, quip-
ping, “I can order you a pizza. Little Kevin did it. They
deliver to the Plaza.” Newell’s “Home Alone 2” joke
had the table in stitches. Watts, an interior designer,
curated one of the concrete jungle-themed floral ar-
rangements, using her family’s Tiffany’s bags as part
of the tablescape. The quirky gala of “flowers and
dancing,” as one regular put it, brought out jewelry de-
signer Emily Wheeler, model Anne V and influencer
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Plant Kween. The dinner celebrates the garden’s beloved annual or-
chid show and includes “a sale of exceptional and rare orchids carefully
selected by NYBG's curators followed by an elegant dinner and danc-
ing.” Martha Stewart purchased a rare orchid for $300. Proceeds “sup-
port NYBG’s commitment to using [its] expertise and collections to
amplify the role of plants in solving the climate and biodiversity crises.”
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