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Local’s GUIDE

Make a Splash

Take a break from the heat at these cool hotel pools

By SUSAN B. BARNES

The Colony Hotel
Palm Beach, Florida

Step onto the pool deck at The Colony in Palm Beach, and you’ll feel
like you've been transported onto the set of Apple TV’s Palm Royale. Just
a few paces from the sand, the heated, Florida-shaped saltwater pool
sparkles in the sunshine. Accented by scalloped umbrellas, ample lounge
chairs, and playful patterned tile, it’s a charming atmosphere. Guests can
pick up the latest issues of their favorite publications from the Poolside
Press, a magazine cabana, to flip through while enjoying cocktails and
culinary delights from Swifty’s. Built in 1947, the hotel is as popular with
discerning travelers today as it was in the past with the likes of Judy Garland,
Lena Horne, Frank Sinatra, Sophia Loren, and John Lennon.
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REGIONAL FAVORITES

Miraval Austin Resort and Spa
Austin, Texas

Soak up views of the rolling hillsides when
you slip into the infinity pool at Miraval
Austin Resort and Spa, a sprawling prop-
erty that is seamlessly integrated into the
Texas Hill Country, only about 20 miles
from the Texas Capitol. After a day full of
activities at the inclusive wellness retreat—
from hiking to stand-up paddleboarding
to yoga to the various expert-led fitness
classes—go for a swim and let the last of
your pre-vacation cares disappear. Region-
ally inspired nibbles and drinks can be
delivered right to you, so feel free to
spend as much time as you like marveling
at the water as it continuously cascades
over the pool’s edge.

Hotel Saint Vincent
New Orleans, Louisiana

Tucked into the courtyard of the eclectic
Hotel Saint Vincent in New Orleans’
Lower Garden District is an idyllic escape
from the Louisiana humidity. Surrounded
by swaying palms, candy-striped lounge
chairs with green umbrellas, and the hotel’s
redbrick walls that date back to 1861, you're
all but guaranteed to sink into a state of
bliss. When you're in need of refreshments,
pop over to the Paradise Lounge for all-
day snacks and sips. With just 75 rooms
and suites and plenty of Big Easy attrac-
tions right outside the front door, you
might find that you have the pool all to
yourself for a midday recharge.

Brut Hotel
Tulsa, Oklahoma

The pool at the Brut Hotel is kept at a
comfortable 84 degrees year-round and
is open from 7 a.m. until 11 p.m. seven
days a week, so you can take a dip at your
convenience. It sets an inviting scene with
lounge chairs, tables shaded by umbrellas,
and a living wall that’s bursting with green-
ery and blooming flowers. Round out your
experience with a fruity drink and chef-
driven tacos from Rosa.
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